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PRESS RELEASE 
 

GECO: announced the champions of Sustainability Made in Italy 2021  

Biova, EcoAllene, the Filo & Fibra cooking box won the podium of the GECO Smart Talk Video 
Contest, the first Italian 3D virtual fair dedicated to sustainable energy, tourism and mobility, which 
ended with surprising numbers. 

Milan, February 2, 2021 - Biova Beer, the first Italian circular and artisan beer, made by recovering 
unsold bread to fight food waste; EcoAllene by Ecoplasteam, the non-plastic obtained from the 
recycling of polylaminate packaging - consisting of cellulose, plastic film and aluminum - until now 
impossible to separate, and therefore to be recovered, such as milk cartons; the Wire & Fiber Cooking 
Box, born from a project to enhance the artisan tradition of a small village at risk of depopulation, 
which allows food to be cooked at low temperatures by exploiting the heat accumulated in the first 
cooking phase, thanks to the wool recovered from local farmers. 

These are the green business projects that respectively won first, second and third place at the GECO 
Smart Talk Video Contest, the first 3D virtual Italian sustainability fair, which ended on Saturday 
evening with surprising numbers: 3920 participants, 562 registered buyers, 57 exhibitors, 65 speakers 
and field experts, for a total of 7,570 total accesses, 5,460 live stream connections, 9,662 chat 
conversations and 7,086 business cards exchanged. A gratifying result, which confirms the positive 
feedbacks collected from the participants during the event and which lays solid foundations for the 
future: therefore, the dates of the second edition will soon be announced. 

The aim of the Contest, which in its first edition received over 50 applications, was to promote ideas 
and projects related to the good and constant practice of sustainability and biodiversity, in all its 
forms, even in small gestures and in daily choices. GECO special mention for the Blu Eco Line - River 
Cleaner project - a floating barrier that collects plastics and microplastics from rivers using artificial 
intelligence, to fight pollution of the seas - a project that won first place for the related selection 
criterion to sustainability. 

"We are very satisfied, not only for the number, but also for the quality of the candidate projects - 
explained Daniele Capogna, executive manager and co-founder of Smart Eventi, the agency that in 
collaboration with the platform for virtual events Hypersmarter organized GECO - confirming Italian 
excellence and creativity, also and above all, in the field of sustainability. " 

The projects were evaluated by a jury of experts according to criteria of feasibility, innovation, 
originality, environmental impact, replicability of the project, effective involvement of people. The 
winners will be able, depending on the case, to count on coaching paths, visibility packages, access to 
the Unicredit Start Lab business platform, support in the preparation of fundraising pitches by 
Bizplace, brand manual thanks to Guru Marketing. 

"We have done our best to transform the obstacle of the restrictions due to Covid - concluded Capogna 
- into the opportunity to reinterpret the fair experience in a virtual, immersive, safe logic to offer an 
authoritative and eco-friendly stage to companies, to institutions and startups from all over the world 
who have chosen to be present. " 

mailto:vparenti@valentinacommunication.net


2/2 PRESS OFFICE: Valentina PARENTI, Valentina Communication 
T 011 4374558 – M 339 1338111 – vparenti@valentinacommunication.net 

 

 

 

What has clearly emerged from more than one working table, in fact, is that in order to implement the 
necessary transition towards a more sustainable model, a collaboration between institutions, 
companies and citizens is essential which - going through digitalization and the creation of common 
technological infrastructures - changes mentality and uses, and leads to shared action for the 
redevelopment of urban spaces, required infrastructures and usage policies. 
 
GECO was also the digital showcase of the press conference for the presentation of the Bikeconomy 
Observatory and on Cycle Tourism, an association that brings together economists, philosophers, 
urban planners with the aim of enhancing and designing cycling using European funds to the best of 
their ability. The ideal interlocutor for public decision-makers and companies wishing to make 
investments in sustainable mobility, also according to the need to reinvent urban mobility in a period of 
health emergency. 
 
 

SMART EVENTI 

Smart Eventi is an events and marketing agency based in Milan that has been operating on the national 
territory for over 10 years. Structured in various specialized Business Units, it delivers institutional 
events such as meetings, conventions, gala dinners, fashion and beauty events, luxury events for 
foreigners, team building and incentive travel, promotional marketing campaigns. Over the years, the 
agency has built a database of over 300 locations and networks of indexed web portals, thanks to which 
it organizes on average over 200 events a year. 
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